Term Paper


Write an essay of about  2000-2500  words on one of the following topics. Try to explain clearly the views and arguments you discuss and your own view of the topic. You should also try to identify the greatest weaknesses of views and arguments you discuss, and whether you think they can be replied to.
Be selective. In the space available you will not be able to discuss every aspect of the topic! Select and focus on just a few of the points or issues you think the most central or interesting. Work hard on expressing points clearly in your own words. Try always to make it clear to the reader which of the views discussed are merely mentioned for the sake of the discussion and which, if any of them, you wish to endorse.

Essays should  be typed double-spaced, with wide margins. Any standard format is acceptable (APA, MLA, Chicago). Your essay must be researched; two external sources are mandatory. Always keep a copy of an essay you submit. 

The final version of the paper must be based on an earlier draft, which must be submitted before you submit the final version. 


1. The Imperfection Argument (74-76) offers Plato’s solution to the problems of the origin of our knowledge of ideas and their identification in the objects of sensory experience. Discuss and critque it, pointing both to the argument’s problems – if you see any – and to its consequences for metaphysics and epistemology. Do you believe Plato’s solution is the only possible or at least most likely true, or rather some other answers are available as well and perhaps more convincing? Justify your position.
2. Descartes hails as a great victory over the "Evil Demon" the claim that despite every doubt, he cannot be deceived in thinking that he exists. Just what, in particular, does he really have the right to know, based on that claim? Discuss the consequences of  
Descartes’ argument in the context of his Meditations and overall philosophical project.
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The position paper states and defends a position. It shows why other positions are implausible and
answers real and possible objections. Reciting your own view is not sufficient - give reasons!

The compate/contrast paper clearly outlines two opposing views on some subject and shows
why they differ (different assumptions, concerns, methodologies, etc.), suggests what each thinker
could say to the other, and then resolves the disagreement.

The exposition paper explains and clarifies the meaning and significance of a passage or piece in
some larger context.

The dialogue paper develops an argument dialectically by using the voices of two or more speakers
who state initial viewpoints and then refine them in response to objections.

No matter what type of paper you write, it will likely have three main parts:

INTRODUCTION

The introduction of the paper briefly (a) states the thesis or proposition that you wish to defend, (b) lays out
a “road map” explaining just how the body of the paper will do that, and (c) gets the reader’s attention by
offering some reason why what you are saying is important, relevant, and interesting. Tip: To avoid getting
stalled writing the introduction, write a bogus intro to get you going and then write the real one when you’re
finished.

Booy

The body of the paper does the work. As the case demands, you will summarise, explain, describe, define,
argue, and counterargue to accomplish your philosophical task. (see p. 3) While early drafts may be
repetitive, unfocussed, and disorganised, the final draft should be a coherent and well-planned unit. Organise
your ideas into paragraphs, present them in some meaningful order, and show how they are connected to
each other.

CONCLUSION

The paper’s conclusion usually reviews what you have argued, repeats your thesis, and perhaps suggests
ramifications that follow from your conclusion. But don’t make unwarranted speculations or claims which
aren’t supported by the body of the paper.
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